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IN THE CLAIMS: 



1 . (Currently Amended) A method for processin g, by an Ethernet MAC 
(Medium Access ControH layer, a packet hein^received from a physical layer by a MAC 
(Medium Acc e ss Control) lay e r of an Eth e rn e t, th e m e thod comprising acts p e rform e d as 
said packet is r e c e ived from the physical lay e r and intended, after reception, for 
transmission to a layer above the MAC layer , said acts comprising: 
receiving, at the MAC layer, said packet 

a) s toring a r e c e iv e d portion of th e pack e t b e ing r e ceiv e d from the physical layers 

detecting for error while transmitting the received packet to said layer above: and. 

upon detection of said error. 



a) stopping said transmitting to said layer above; and 

b) sending, to said layer above, a signal indicating the occurrence of error 

and a signal indicating an end of the packet. ? 

b) transmitting th e stored portion to a switch; and, 

c) upon, and in th e e v e nt of, e rror being d e tected during said transmitting, 

i) stopping said storing, and said transmitting, of said packet b e ing rec e ived; and 

ii) sending, to said switch, a signal indicating occurrence of the e rror 

and a signal indicating an e nd of said packet b e ing rec e iv e d. 



2. (Canceled) 

3. (Currently Amended) The method as claimed in Claim 21 , further 
comprising wh e r e in th e m e thod further comprising th e st e p of preparing to receive a next 
packet from the physical layer after receiving the packet in which the error is detected. 



4. (Currently Amended) The method as claimed in Claim 21, wherein said 
storing is to a storage memory comprisesing a FIFO (First-In, First-Out) memory. 
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5.-20. (Canceled) 

21. (Previously Presented) A method for processin g, by an Ethernet MAC (Medium 
Access Control) layer, a packet feem^received from a physical layer by a MAC lay e r of an 
Eth e rnet, th e m e thod comprising act s p e rformed as said pack e t is rec e iv e d from the phy s ical 
layer and intended, after reception, for storage in a storage memory at the MAC layer and 
transmission, after storage of the packet in said storage memory, to a layer above the MAC 
layer , the packet having a size, said acts comprising: 

detecting for error while receiving, at the MAC layer, said a) storing a r e ceiv e d 
portion of the packet being r e c e iv e d from the physical layer: and, 

upon detection of error, 

a) regardless of said size, preventing the storage, of said packet, in said 

storage memory at the MAC layer, thereby preventing said transmission to said layer 
above b) transmitting the stor e d portion to a switch; and 

c) upon, and in th e ev e nt of, error being d e tect e d while said portion is being 

rec e iv e d from th e physical layer, 

i) stopping said storing, and said transmitting, of said packet b e ing rec e ived ; 

and 

iib) sending, to said switch said layer above , a signal indicating occurrence of 
the-error and a signal indicating an end of said packet that is being r e ceiv e d . 



